How Can I Combat the Spirit of Witchcraft When I Don’t Know What It Is?

Part 1 February 5th & 7th, 2007

For years I’ve heard sermons and messages about the Spirit of Witchcraft that often frighten and confuse me more than it instructed or taught me how to defend myself when confronted with these spirits.  Churches, Ministries, Conferences, Pastors and Leaders of the Church expect Christians to arm themselves to do battle with Spiritual Wickedness in High Places but many of us are not knowledgeable enough to clearly define what the Spirit of Witchcraft is or how we should go about combating it with the Word of God.

This Lesson will define Witchcraft and its Influence over our lives. We will discover that when we don’t understand what it is or how it works, it will bewitch the Spirit and Flesh of Man and can bring about our demise.

I.
WHAT EXACTLY IS WITCHCRAFT? Witchcraft is defined as demonic powers which are released through words, spells, charms, occult powers, chants, magic, drugs, potions and prophecies.  It influences people, gives place for demonic activity, battles the minds of men, hinders growth, destroys lives, families, relationships, marriages and when released, can bring deadly harm to self and others. 

In the Bible, there is the wisdom (Wise Dominion) of God and the wisdom of Satan. Again, Satan was God’s most favored Angel until sin was found in him and he wanted to exalt himself above the throne of God.  Because of his actions, God forced him out of Heaven and Satan took 1/3 of the angels with him. Satan had mastered his craft of influence.  Since he could not get even with God, he elected to get back at Him by setting out to destroy that which God had created and called good, man and woman! (See Genesis 1:31)

Since the word witchcraft did not come into existence until after the bible was written, we can translate craft as a mastery of ones skills. The word witch can then be translated as wickedness or evil.  Together they translate into the mastery of ones skills and abilities to do wickedness or evil.  The opposite of doing EVIL is to LIVE!  The job of Satan is clear, he comes but to Kill, Steal and Destroy no matter the cost.  (John 10:9-11)

II. SPIRITUAL INFLUENCES BOTH GOOD AND BAD!
Everything in this life has a counter.  Where there is light, you will also find darkness.  The counter for sadness is happiness.  And where you have Good, there will also be Bad waiting right around the corner.  It is this delicate balance of free will and our ability to make choices that shows God’s wisdom and love for us all.  We are allowed to make choices that will eventually determine how we live this life and where we’ll spend eternity.

So exactly how can one be influences spiritually to do good and evil?  Let’s explore several examples we deal with in areas of our day to day lives that can be used for God’s Good or the Enemy’s Evil.

· Casting spells: the act of charming; "tying up" a person through magic; used in the sense of binding with a charm consisting of words of occult power. Proverbs 18:20-21 A man's belly shall be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; and with the increase of his lips shall he be filled.  Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.  We have the ability by the word of God to speak life or death into our lives, situations, circumstances and the lives of others under our influence.  When one does it for God, He and He alone gets the glory.  It is contingent upon our ability to trust God, have faith in His word and Believe in the Power He has given to us that believe in Him.  James 2:18-20 says Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds.” You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God.  Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless? Even the demons recognize the Power and Authority of God, which we possess that believe in Him.  Those out of the will of God will use this tactic of Casting Spells to influence and bind people into doing what they want, when and how they want it with no regards to God’s purpose or divine will.  Those in Christ cover others and themselves through prayer, intercession, binding the attacks of the enemy and giving God’s angels charge over our lives to protect us.
· Divination: the act of sorcery; soothsaying; man's attempt to know and control the world and future apart from the true God using means other than human; foretelling or foreseeing the future or discovering hidden knowledge through reading omens, dreams, using lots, astrology, or necromancy. We see this every time we go to the grocery store and read articles about the end of the world.  People are often trying to find new ways of predicting the future or determining the outcome or destiny of their lives without the help of God.  So much so that we will rely on the advice and words of psychics, astrologers, tarot card readers, rituals and old wives tales for warding off spirits before trusting the words of the Bible, which come from God. These people use our lack of patience and desire to live life in the flesh to their advantage by invoking their demonic influences onto our lives, often for money.  We sometimes see this in the spiritual arena.  Because Christians have such a desire to know the outcome of their lives, we flock to hear so called prophets, prophetesses, apostles, evangelists, pastors and teachers promising words of wisdom and prophetic insight into your lives, provided you sow seeds into their ministry.  II Timothy 4:2-4 “Among my people are wicked men who lie in wait for victims like a hunter hiding in a blind. They continually set traps to catch people. Like a cage filled with birds, their homes are filled with evil plots. And now they are great and rich. They are fat and sleek, and there is no limit to their wicked deeds. They refuse to provide justice to orphans and deny the rights of the poor. Should I not punish them for this?” says the Lord. “Should I not avenge myself against such a nation? A horrible and shocking thing has happened in this land—the prophets give false prophecies, and the priests rule with an iron hand. Worse yet, my people like it that way! But what will you do when the end comes?  
· No place in the bible does is speak of Jesus preaching, teaching, healing or encouraging the lost for money.  Yet we see leaders in ministry demanding large sums of money just to show up and preach the word of God. Jeremiah 5:26-30 says “Among my people are wicked men who lie in wait for victims like a hunter hiding in a blind. They continually set traps to catch people. Like a cage filled with birds, their homes are filled with evil plots. And now they are great and rich. They are fat and sleek, and there is no limit to their wicked deeds. They refuse to provide justice to orphans and deny the rights of the poor. Should I not punish them for this?” says the Lord. “Should I not avenge myself against such a nation? A horrible and shocking thing has happened in this land—the prophets give false prophecies, and the priests rule with an iron hand. Worse yet, my people like it that way! But what will you do when the end comes?
