IT’S NEVER BEEN ABOUT YOU!

Colossians 1:15-23
15 Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.  He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, 16 for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world.  Everything was created through him and for him.  17 He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together. 18 Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 19 For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20 and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 21 This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions. 22 Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault.  23 But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News. The Good News has been preached all over the world, and I, Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to proclaim it.
THE PURPOSE OF YOUR LIFE IS FAR GREATER THAN YOUR OWN PERSONAL FULFILLMENT.  Your peace of mind or even your happiness is far greater than your family, your career or even your wildest dreams and ambitions.  If you want to know why you were placed on this planet you must begin with GOD!  YOU WERE BORN BY HIS PURPOSE AND FOR HIS PURPOSE
1. ITS ABOUT GOD’S PURPOSE FOR YOUR LIFE
a. You were planned before the foundation of the earth was established. God didn’t need your input. Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”
b. God is the Author and Finisher of your faith. Hebrews 12:2
c. God wills that you exist. 3 John 1:2  Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.
2. STOP FOCUSING ON YOUR NEEDS.  YOU WERE CREATED FOR HIM
a. For His Glory-  He will get it through your life or as a result of your death
b. He is: 
i. Omnipotent- All Powerful. Yea, before the day was I am He; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand:  I will work and who shall let it?  Isaiah 43:13 (From eternity to eternity I am God. No one can snatch anyone out of my hand. No one can undo what I have done.)
ii. Omnipresent- Ever Present.  If I ascend up into heaven, thou are there:  If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.  If I take the winds of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me and thy right hand shall hold me. Psalm 139:8-10 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good. Proverbs 15:3 Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? Saith the Lord.  Do not I fill heaven and earth? Saith the Lord.  Jeremiah 23:24
iii. Omniscient- All Knowing.  For his eyes are upon the ways of man and he seeth all his goings.  There is no darkness nor shadow of death where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves.  Job 34:21-22
3. DEVELOPING YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD THROUGH CHRIST JESUS

a. Only God knows his plans for your life. Jeremiah 29:11 for I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
b. How can I know you if you never talk or spend time with me? Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
c. Humble Yourself, Pray and Seek His face.  2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people which are called by my name, shall humble themselves and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sins and heal their land.
4. YOU WERE CREATED TO PRAISE AND WORSHIP HIM

a. We must first fear the Lord by respecting God and His word.                         Psalms 25:8-9, 14 Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He teaches sinners in the way. The Humble He guides in justice, and the humble He teaches His way, who is the man that fears the Lord? Him shall He teach in the way He chooses, the secret of the Lord is with who fears Him, and He will show them His covenant/
b. 1 Chronicles 16:29
Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
c. Psalms 24:7 Lift up your heads, O you gates and be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King of Glory shall come in.  Psalms 34:1 I will bless the Lord at all times and His praises shall continually be in my mouth.  My soul shall make it’s boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear of it and be glad.  Oh magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt His name together.

5. HOW YOU MANAGE YOUR LIFE’S JOURNEY DETERMINES WHERE YOU’LL SPEND ETERNITY

a. Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life

i. John 14:1-3 Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God believe also in Me.  In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to myself that where I am, there you may also be.

ii. Thessalonians 4:16-17 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And the Dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
iii. Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

